In Public Comment before York City Coucil, 19 July 2016:

You may not appreciate being reminded of your June meeting's
longest and most frustrating subject, and even though your
effort produced little, I thought you deserved credit for
trying. Most of us know Joe Jefcoat and Carol Brady and
respect their experience and competence-- if they said they
needed help, I believed it. 1 like cutting spending and, if
possible, even tax rates as much as anyone, but in a budget

as large as the city government's, there surely should be a
small contingency fund-- to be dipped into only with council's
approval, which should come only after careful consideration.
This should be in the mayor’s&proposal and should be approved.

After the terrible events around our beloved country in recent
weeks, I wasn't sure I should say anything more about the De'Quan
Williams case. I have felt very much like the words from the

old hymn: "I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.”" But I decided

that the events were all the more reason to keep on, to try
harder to make things right.

On June 29 I filed a Right to Know Request with the City
Solicitor's office for ‘''Internal Affairs report or any other
review or report on the shooting death of De'Quan Lynn Williams
on 17 October 2015 by Officers (of the York City Police Department.
By letter dated July 5 I received the denial I fully expected:
"in accordance with 65 P.S. $67.708(b)(16)--"A record of an
agency relating to a criminal investigation, including (i)
Complaints of potential criminal conduct other than a private
criminal complaint; (ii)Investigative materials, notes, corres-.
pondence, Videos and reports;' and (iv) "A record that includes
information made confidential by law or court order.'" I was
directed to file any appeal with the office of District Attorney,
but after consultation and consideration, felt that the appeal
should be made directly to the Office of Open Records in Harris-
burg. But after finding out the reguirements and restrictions
involved, decided it would be an exercise in futility.

I hope to report at your August meeting that I have asked the
Department of Justice to open civil rights investigation of the
case. It is all I can think of to do-- and no one else seems
to want to do it.

Let me be clear: it is because I believe that blue lives do also
matter, because I weep at seeing the police funerals, because

I do not want my country's flag to be perpetually flown at half-
staff-- that De'Quan Williams' life matters to me-- and should
matter to all of us. If the 'thin, blue line" we all want
desperately to respect is allowed to become a "thick, blue

wall" behind which misconduct or policies and procedures broken
or ignored are protected, we will all become less safe, including
our pokice officers.

R. Franklin Williams
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