
rn  Publ ic  comment  before  York  c i ty  couc i l ,  19 Ju ly  2016:

You may not apprec i at e be ing rerninded of your Jtrne meet ing I s
tongest  and most  f rus t ra t ing sub jec t ,  and even though your
e f fo r t  p roduced  1 i t t l e ,  I  t hough t  you  dese rved  c red i t  f o r
try ing. Most of  us know Joe Jef coat and Carol  i3r  ady and
respect  t t re i r  exper  ience and competence--  i f  they sa id  they _
needed  he lp ,  f  be l i eved  i t .  I  l i ke  cu t t i ng  spend ing  and ,  i f
poss ib l "e ,  even tax  ra tes  as  much a$ anyone,  but  in  a"  buCget
as la rge as the c i ty  governrnent  t  s  ,  there  sure ly  shou ld  be a
srna l - l  ion t  ingency f  und- -  to  be d ipped in to  9n1y wi th  counc i l  I  s
approval  ,  whlch ihoulO come only i f  ter  c aref  t r l  con s ider at  ion "
f i r is s l rould be in the mayor t  s,  proposal-  and should be approved.
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Af ter  the ter r ib le  events  around our  be loved count ry  in  recent
weeks,  I  wasnr t  sure  I  shou ld  say anyth ing more about  the $erQuan
Wi l l i ams  case .  I  have  fe l t  ve ry  much  l i ke  the  words  f rom the
o ld  hymn:  ' f I  am t i red,  I  am weak,  I  am worn. ' t  l lu t  I  dec ided
tha t  t he  even ts  were  a l l  t he  no re  reason  to  keep  on r  t o  t r y
ha rde r  t o  make  th ings  r i gh t .

On June 29 I  f i teC a Rigtr t  to Kno$r f tequest wi th the City
So l " i c i t o r  !  s  o f  f  i ce  f  o r  " t rn te rna l  A f  f  a i r s  repo r t  o r  any  o the r
revierrs or report  on the shoot ing death of  De I  {1uan Lynn Wil" l  iams
on !7  Octobe i  2015 by r t f  f  i cers  (o f  the York  Ci t l '  Po l ice  Depar tment .
By  l e t t e r  da ted  Ju l y  5  I  r ece i ved  the  den ia l  I  f u l l y  expec ted :

" i n  acco rdance  w i t t r '  65  p .S .  $67 .?08 (b )  ( 16 ) - - r tA  recc rd  o f  an
agency  re la t i ng  to  a  c r im ina l  i nves t i ga t i on ,  i nc lud ing  (+ )

C6mpla in ts  o f  [o tent ia l  c r i rn ina l  conduct  o ther  than a  pr iva te
c r  im ina l  compLa in t  ;  (  i  i )  I nves t i ga t  i ve  ma te r  i a l s  r  Bo tes  '  co r r€s *  "
pondence,  V i< leos and repor ts ;  t t  ind  (  iv )  t tA  record t l ra t  inc ludes
in'Forrnat ion made canf, iCent ial" b)' law or court ord€f . tf I was
d i rec ted  to  f i l e  any  appea l  w i th  the  o f f i ce  o f  D i s t r i c t  A t to rney '
bu t  a f te r  consu l ta t i on  i nd  cons ide ra t i on ,  f e l t  t ha t  t he  appea l
should  be macle  d i rec t ly  to  t t re  Of  f  i ce  o f  

- t lpen 
Records , in  F lar r is -

burg.  But  a f  te r  f  inc l i i rg  out  the req l l i rements  and res t r ic t ions
invo l ved ,  dec ided  i t  wou tA  be  an  exe rc i se  i n  f u t i l i t y .

I  hope to  repor t  a t  your  August  meet ing that  I  have asked the
Depai tment  o l  Just ic6  to  opEn c iv i l  r i [ t r ts  invest i  gat ion o f  the
case.  I t  i s  a l l  I  can t t r ink  o f  to  do- -  anC no one e lse seems
to  wan t  t o  do  i t .

Le t  me  be  c lea r :  i t  i s  because  I  be l i eve  tha t  b lue  l i ves  do  a l so
rnat ter ,  because I  weep a t  see ing the po l ice  funera ls ,  b€cause
I do not want my co.rniry t  s f  lag to be perpetual ly f  lown at hal f  -

s ta f  f  - -  that  De reuan t ' I i i l iams ' - l - i f  e  rnat ters  to  i l l€ - -  and should
mat te r  t o  a l l  o f  us .  I f  t he  i t t t r i n ,  b lue  l i ne ' r  we  a l l "  wan t
despera te l y  t o  respec t  i s  a l l owed  to  become a ' f t h i ck r  b lue
wal i "  behL i rd  which misconduct  or  po l ic ies  and procedures broken
or  i gno red  a re  p ro tec ted ,  we  w i l l  a l l "  become less  sa fe ,  i nc lud ing
our  po* i ce  o f f i ce rs .
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