
fn Publ ic Comment
To York  Ci ty  Counc i l ,  7  June ?Otb

In  the absence o f  any o f  f  i c ia l  response tCI ,  o  r  .acknoui le r lgement
of my comment on 17 May regard ing the tromi c ide of  De I  Qt ian
Wi l l i ams  las t  17  Oc tobe r ,  and  s t i l l  t r oub led  by  wha t  seemed
to  me  to  be  om iss ions  o r  d i sc repanc ies  i n  t he  D i s t r i c t  A t t o rney
memorandum suppor t i ng  h i s  de te rm ina t i on  tha t  t he  homic ide  was
jus t i f i ab l e ,  i  f e l t  I  had  l i t t l e  cho i ce  bu t  t o  t r y  t o  f i nd
answers on lny own.

In  the  synops i s  o f  t he  i t epo r t  by  the  Pennsy l van ia  S ta te  Po l i ce
c i ted  i n  t he  Memorandurn ,  t he  kn i fe  repo r tec r l y  ca t r i ed  by  the
iecedent  and thrown at  t t re  po l i  ce  o f  f  i  cers  was Cescr  ibed as
t fa  s i l ve r  k i t chen  kn i fe t ' - -  w i th  no t l r i ng  i n  t he  Memorandum
to  g i ve  any  h in t  as  to  s i ze  o r  we ig t r t  mak ing  i t  a  dead ly
we apon .  I t  was descr ibed to rne by a f  ami ly member as much
l i ke  a  pa r ing  kn i fe .

A f  t e r  t l r r ow ing  the  kn i f  e ,  t he  deceden t  was  sa id  to  have  ' r cha rged"

the  o f f i ce r s ,  bu t  t he  au topsy  i n fo rma t i on  gave  no  i nd i ca t i on  o f
t he  he jgh t  o r  we igh t  o f  t he  a t t acke r .  The  bes t  r eco l l ec t i on  o f
the  f  am i l y  member  was  tha t  he  was  f  a i r l y  ave ra€ le - -  pe rhaps
5  r  g f r  o r  5  t  10 ' t  and  c lose  to  160  to  L70  pounds .

And  the  Memorandurn  i nd i ca tes  tha t  an  In te rna l  A f fa i r s  i nves t i -
gat  ion was coneluc t 'ed by  the -York  rC i ty  Po l ice  Depar tment  and a
st  a tement  was rnandated t  o  determ ine whether  the depar tment  '  s
p ro toco l  on  use  o f  f o rce  o r  o the r  depar tmen t  regu la t i ons  were
fo1 lowed .  To  my  know ledger  ro  such  i nves t i ga t i on  o r  s ta temen t

ps  eve r  been  re l eased .  l t  shou ld  be .

We can  on l y  reduce  the  l i k l i hood  o f  t h i s  happen ing  aga in  and
aga in  by  b r i ng ing  toge the r  a l l "  t he  va r ious  emergency  responders
and  a l l  t he  va r  i ous  men t  a l  t r ea l th  p ro f  ess  j  ona l s  and  agenc ies .
i Ju t  r rn t  i l  t h i s  happens ,  I  be l i eve  ou r  h r rman i t y  i s  l essened
and  the  c i v i l  r  i gh ts  o f  t t r e  v i c t  ims  a re  be  i ng  den ied .  Anc l
i nves t i ga t i on  by  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  Depar tmen t  o f  Jus t i ce  may
be  t he  on l y  r eso r t .

R .  F rank l i n  W i l l i ams
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