
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
York Historical Architectural Review Board 

Meeting Minutes 
November 12, 2015 

 
Members in attendance included: Dennis Kunkle, Vice Chair; Teresa Johnescu; Mark Shermeyer; Dave 
Redshaw; Justine Landis; W. Craig Zumbrun (6:27pm) 
 

Absent: Matt Argabright; John Fox, Chair; Robin Pottorff; Joe Jefcoat 
 

Consultant: Mary Alfson Tinsman, JMT Cultural Resource Manager/ HARB Consultant 
 

AGENDA ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION/RESULT
Welcome and call to order 
Dennis Kunkle, Vice-Chair 
 

The meeting was called to order 
at 6:00 pm. 
 
The agenda had been prepared 
by the HARB Consultant. 
 

A quorum was present. 

Changes to the Agenda 
 

 Additional Board discussion 
added by Mr. Redshaw to the 
end of the Agenda.  

Minutes of October 22, 2015 
 

 Move to approve by Ms. Landis; 
seconded by Mr. Redshaw.  
Approved.  

Cases The following cases are 
approved with the recommended 
actions. 

 

 
Case #1 – 200 West Market Street 
 
A request by Mitchel McLaughlin on behalf of the owners, for a certificate of appropriateness for the 
addition of an elevator and staircase to be installed on the exterior of the property at 200 West Market 
Street. The applicant is representing Wagman Construction. The application is for the addition of a new 
elevator at the rear of the building. The elevator will go in the center where the canopy currently exists. 
It will cover the door and two windows– two on the second floor and a door and window on the first 
floor. The plans illustrate the three sides of the elevator shaft. Sample color was presented for metal 
panels – red brick colored for two sides. Glass panel will be on the other side facing Market Street.  
 
Mr. Kunkle asked about the removal of the film that covers the metal panels.  The applicant explained 
that the film will be removed as the installation is completed.  
 

 



 

The applicant explained that they are also adding an exterior staircase for egress. The staircase will 
extend partially into the parking lot. Mr. Redshaw raised questions about where the staircase would be 
placed – where would the landing be and where would the staircase reach the ground.  
 
Mr. Kunkle asked about the finishes of the railing. The applicant explained that the rail will be painted 
metal. The applicant also noted that they are considering wood stairs. Mr. Redshaw indicated that wood 
stairs would need to be fire retardant. The applicant indicated that the owners are still considering the 
options, in part based on cost. Mr. Kunkle indicated that the wood would be more maintenance. Mr. 
Shermeyer pointed out that there was no wood on the building and that steel stairs would be acceptable. 
Mr. Redshaw asked if the staircase would have a roof on it, and the applicant indicated that it was 
required by code. Mr. Redshaw and Mr. Shermeyer discussed that the staircase may not need a roof 
based on current code. The applicant is going to explore this further. If the option with a roof is selected 
Mr. Redshaw asked what the roofing material would be. The applicant indicated that it would be metal.  
Mr. Redshaw indicated that the Board would want to see the materials that would be on the roof due to 
the high visibility. Ms. Johnescu pointed out that the stairs should be metal to be in keeping with the 
metal on the elevator tower for continuity of materials and design. 
 
Mr. Shermeyer raised a concern as to how the elevator would tie into the building. Mr. Redshaw raised 
similar concerns. The applicant further explained the proposed details.  
 
Mr. Kunkle returned to the discussion of the stairs and asked what color the stairs would be if the steel 
stair was selected. The applicant explained that they hadn’t selected a color yet and asked the Board’s 
preference. Mr. Redshaw indicated that the Board does not have a preference, but he did provide his 
opinion that black or brown would be appropriate. The applicant indicated that it won’t be anything 
“loud”. The applicant was asked to submit the proposed color to the HARB consultant for approval.  
 
Mr. Redshaw asked what the size was of the metal panels that will be on two sides of the elevator tower. 
The applicant indicated that they are 3 feet by 1 foot 4 inches. The panels are interlocking.  
 
Mr. Redshaw asked about the insulation of the wall. The applicant indicated that it would be insulated 
and weather proofed. Mr. Kunkle asked what the metal would be between the panels. The applicant 
indicated it would be anodized aluminum. Mr. Shermeyer requested that the color (curtain wall and 
metal roof) be submitted to the HARB consultant for review.  
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Mr. Redshaw, seconded by Ms. Landis to approve the application 
(concept and design) as presented. The staircase on the west side will be painted steel and the metal 
between the glass panels will be anodized aluminum. Colors for the stairs will be presented to the 
HARB consultant as well as the color for the roof over the stairs if that option is taken.    
 
Additional Discussion:  None. 
 
Motion:  The motion was approved 5 to 0.   
 
Case #2 – 328 West Market Street  
 
The applicant was not present and Mr. Redshaw moved to table the application.  
  
Motion:  The motion was approved by general consent.  
 
 
 



 

Case #3 –434 East Market Street 
 
Mr. Zumbrun recused himself from this application.  
 
A request by AAG Building and Remodeling LLC, on behalf of the York Housing Authority, for a 
certificate of appropriateness for the replacement of a terracotta roof on the front porch of the property at 
434 E Market Street. The proposed work includes the removal of the existing terracotta tile roof, repairs 
to the sheathing, and the installation of new CertainTeed brand asphalt Shangles. 
 
Mr. Zumbrun aided in presenting the application. The York Housing Authority owns the property and it 
has been mothballed for years however it is kept heated and maintained. The building is in poor 
condition and there is currently no funding for its use. The building configuration makes it difficult for 
use as there are 8 bedrooms, 2 tiny bathrooms, and no kitchen. The front porch has a tile roof that is 
missing several tiles and that is leaking badly. It is causing problems for the adjacent property’s porch 
roof as well. The porch roof of the adjacent property was previously replaced with architectural shingles 
(date of replacement unknown). The owner of the adjacent property has owned it since 1978.  
 
The applicant is looking to replace the tile on the porch roof only, they are going to keep the main roof 
tiles. Mr. Shermeyer indicated that the porch roof slope is too low to be clad in tile. The applicant 
indicated that they are going to save the existing tile to help replace the tiles on the main roof as needed. 
 
The applicant indicated, at the question of Mr. Shermeyer, that they could use architectural shingles to 
match the neighbors instead of using Shangles. Ms. Johnescu indicated that she would prefer to see the 
use of the Shangles.  
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Mr. Shermeyer, seconded by Ms. Johnescu to approve the application 
as presented due to the severe deterioration of the porch and the neighboring property.  
 
Additional discussion:  None.  
 
Motion: The application was approved 5 to 0.  
 
Additional Items: 
 
1 - Mr. Redshaw requested time from the Board to bring up the subject of the sign on the BBT Bank 
which replaced the Susquehanna Bank sign. Mr. Redshaw indicated that the new sign is internally 
illuminated and asked if the application was this approved. The HARB Consultant indicated that yes, a 
staff review was completed for this sign.  The Board asked the Consultant to confirm if application 
indicated internal illumination. The Board does not approve signs that are internally illuminated – signs 
that are backlit are acceptable, however internal illumination is not. The HARB Consultant is to review 
the application and confirm with the City staff.  
 
2 - Mr. Shermeyer asked to discuss the second application on the agenda (where the applicant was not 
present) 328 West Market Street.  Mr. Shermeyer indicated that the application was simple enough that 
the Board could review it without the application. He indicated that he fine with the application with the 
modification that the mullions and transom to line up with the division in the door.  
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Mr. Shermeyer, seconded by Ms. Johnescu to approve the application 
as presented with the modification that mullion and transom line up with the division in the door.  
 
Additional discussion:  None.  



 

 
Motion: The application was approved 5 to 0.  
 
 
 
 
Adjourning and next meeting The meeting was adjourned at 

6:50 pm by general consent; 
the next scheduled meeting is 
set for Thursday December 10, 
2015. 

 

 
Minutes recorded by Mary Alfson Tinsman, JMT Cultural Resource Professional/ HARB 
Consultant.  


